1708]            JONATHAN SWIFT               101

As for you, I have nothing to wish mended but your for-
tune; and in the meantime, a little cheerfulness, added to
your humour, because it is so necessary towards making
your court. I will say nothing to all your kind expressions,
but that if I have deserved your friendship as much as I
have endeavoured to cultivate it, ever since I knew you, I
should have as fair pretensions as any man could offer.
And if you are a person of so much wit and invention as
to be able to find out any use for my service, it will increase
my good opinion both of you and myself.

St. James's Coffee-house is grown a very dull place upon
two accounts, first by the loss of you, and secondly of
everybody else.1 Mr. Addison's lameness goes off daily, and
so does he, for I see him seldomer than formerly, and, there-
fore, cannot revenge myself of you by getting ground in your
absence. Colonel Frowde is just as he was, very friendly
and grand reveur et distrait?1 He has brought his poems
almost to perfection, and I have great credit with Mm,
because I can listen when he reads, which neither you, nor
the Addisons, nor Steeles ever can. I am interrupted by a
foolish old woman; and besides here is enough. Mr. Addison
has promised to send this, for I know not where to direct,
nor have you instructed me, I am,

Ever your most faithful humble Servant,

J. SWIFT.

appeals to the sword on trivial occasions drew on him the imputation
of being a quarrelsome man, but he was inoffensive unless provoked,
and never meddled with any, but such as chose to meddle with him *
(Sir Robert Douglas's " Scottish Peerage," edited by John Philip
Wood, Edin., 1813, ii, 139).

1 An Irish visitor to London writes to a friend in Dublin on 8 March
in that year that u St. James's Coffee-house is the rendezvous of our
countrymen." (Departmental Correspondence in P.R.O. of Ireland.)

* As Mr. Aitken has proved ("The Journal to Stella," London, 1901,
p. 58), it is Philip Frowde (supra, p. 80, n. i) who is referred to here as
Colonel Frowde. There is nothing known, however, of his connection
with the army. Gay, in " Mr. Pope's Welcome from Greece * speaks
of him as " wandering Frowde."commanded respect
